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Divectors: On behalf of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY), I strongly support the
Steven M. Ba;’;:g;‘;’:; proposed amendments by Council Chair Ernest Martin, in placing a
Arnold M. Baptiste, Jr. * $150,000 cap on GIA awards to free up a redistribution of Grants in Aid
Carolyn Berry Wilson | (GIA) funds to be reflected in Bill 13, CD2 that provides funding for non-
Paul Cumney | nrofit organizations that were not initially selected by the City
Frank De Lima e . .
Denmis Francis | Administration, I strongly support also the allocation of moneys from the
Jeffrey A. Hawk* general funds to help replenish such organizations whose GIA funds were
I AA’*;{C"“’ H;’g“" reduced due to this redistribution initiative and to support other
” ’”'agm;z.f;‘g e} organizations under consideration.
Dr. Kevin Lye :
Brad Myers* | AFY services over 400 youths each and every week. These funds are
Margie C. ONelll | cpitical to our survival, but more importantly, to the success of the young
T. George Paris . . . . . "
Catherine Payne | 1iVes we are able to touch and impact through our “Redirectional Therapy
Susan Spangter  ‘which helps redirect behavior from negative to positive, from destructive
to constructive. In the end the ultimate goal is to help our youth become
ADVISORY ggglig’h[ productive and contributing members of their schools, community, and
Jan);remer society as a whole,
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Rev. Julia McKenna - Attached are also support letters from school principals to whom we
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Dr. Bernard Scherman members of the Kamehameha Homes Housing Community,
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KATHERYN 5. MATAYOSHI|

DAVID Y. IGE
SUPERINTENDENT

GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAL'I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
MAKAKILO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
82-675 ANIPEAHS STREET
KAPOLE!, HAWAI) 86707
Ph: (808) 672-1122 Fax: (808) 672-1128

April 22,2015
Dear Hawaii Community Foundation,

Makakilo Elementary supports Adult Friends for Youth’s (AFY) Third Annual Student Anti-Bullying
and Violence Convention (SABVC) to address bullying and violence among 4™ and 5" grade students.
For 20 years, AFY provided a statewide Student Transition Convention (STC) entitied “Moving on

Up” for students transitioning from elementary school to middle/intermediate school. The convention
focused on self-esteem, character development, addressed fears, and provided guidance on how to
adjust to & new school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most importantly, to be safe. To
address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented the SABVC for the past two years.
As a former aitendee, our students have gained valuable knowledge about how to address bullying and
violence,

We strongly support the SABVC and plan on attending every year,

j’éﬁ el’%/

d Fujimori
Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



OAVID IGE KATHRYN §. MATAYQRHI
GQVERNGR SUPERINTENDENY
STATE OF HAWAlU
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Kalili Wasna Elementary
1240 Gstick Avnanue
HONOLULLL. HAWAN 86818
April 9, 2015

Dear Hawaii Community Foundation,

Kalihi Waena Elementary supports Adult Friends for Youth’s (AFY) Third Annual Student Anti-
Bullying and Violence Convention (SABVC) to address bullying and violence among 4% and 5%
grade students.

For 20 years, AFY provided a stetewide Student Transition Convention (STC) entitled “Moving
on Up" for students transitioning from elementary school to middle/intermediate school, The
convention focused on self-esteem, character development, addressed fears, and provided
guidance on how to adjust to a new school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most
importantly, to be safe. To address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented
the SABVC for the past two years, As a former attendee, our students have gained valuable
knowledge about how to address bullying and viclence. We strongly support the SABYC and
plan on attending every year,

Sincerely,

P, T Vit

Mrs. Ronnie Victor, Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



KATHRYN S, MATAYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERKDR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

KALIHI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.
2471 KULA KOLEA DRIVE
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96819-2827

April 9, 2015

Dear Hawaii Community Foundation,

Kalihi Elementary School supports Adult Friends for Youth's (AFY) Third Annual
Student Anti-Bullying and Violence Convention (SABVC) to address bullying and
violence among 4™ and 5% grade students.

For 20 years, AFY provided a statewide Student Transition Convention (STC)
entitled “Moving on Up” for students transitioning from elementary school to
middle/intermediate school. The convention focused on self-esteem, character
development, addressed fears, and provided guidance on how to adjust to a new
school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most importantly, to be safe.
To address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented the SABVC
for the past two years. As a former attendee, our students have gained valuable
knowledge about how to address bullying and violence, We strongly support the
SABVC and plan on attending every year.

Sincerely,

David Pila
Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



DAVID Y. IGE KATHRYN MATAYOSHI
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
GOVERNOR SANFORD B, DOLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
1808 KAM IV ROAD
HONOLULU, HI 96819

Pebruary 3, 2015
" -To Whom It May Concern,

The Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) program has been affiliated with Dole Middle School
(DMS) for several years. The relationship established between students here at DMS and AFY
continne throughout high school and into young adulthood. For several years, I was privy to
have personally witnessed student lives benefitted, lives furned around, because of the adult
mentoring that AFY provided to emotionally needy, gang affiliated students while as Principal
at DMS. AFY presence is felt and seen on campus by all.

Dole has many troubled students afflicted with today's social ills such as drug and alcohol
experimentation and abuse, prostitution, and gang related activities, Stadents from poverty who
do not have strong supports at hore need the extra support. Students with needs that go beyond
what school counselor's expertise are assisted with mentors who have the time and expertise to
dedicate to these students. These students need help outside of school howrs and off school
grounds, AFY is that dependable source of adult help to steer our wayward youth towards a
healthy and productive lifestyle. -

At the beginning of last school year (2013-14), there was a huge brawl on campus that started
with two (2) young women that guickly grew into Chuukese students (male and fomale) verses
Samoan students (male and female). It was so horrible it made the news! The AFY mentors
assisted in settling down the factions and assisted with getting this campus settled. Their
presence helped to keep the fighting between the two cultures from continuing info the
community and to neighboring schools. They wére also instrumental in counseling students to
discuss their feelings and find positive outlets for their frustrations.

Each week AFY"s counseling sessions included discussions on such topics as group unity,
truancy, insubordination, alcohol and drugs, respect for oneself and others, identity issues,
destructive and violent behaviors, culture, anger management, poor grades and education.

AFY conducted mediations between individuals and groups to help diffuse tension and resolve
differences between parties. They worked with school administrators, security, pacents and
students to help address issues and concerns that provoke the harmony of the school. AFY
promotes educational achievement and offers a prescription of hope to help reduce violent and
destructive behaviors end help mediate issues off canipus to prevent potential confroutations on
CAmpUs.

AN AFFIRMATIVE AGTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



This letier is written in support of providing any money available o be given fo sustain the
Adult Priends for Youth (AFY) program in it's work to positively affect errant youth. Money is
well spent on our children and youth when it prevents them from making further bad choices
that has a negative impact on society.

Please help us turn lives around and prevent incarceration by supporting the Adult Friends for
Youth program. They are truly needed here at Dole Middle and in povesty stricken
neighborhoods. ‘

Mahalo,
) oX

Tiare Uli'i, Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE AGTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



DAVID IGE KATHRYM S. MATAYOSHI
GOVERNOR SURERINTENDENT
ELDEN ESMERALDA
PRINCIPAL

STATE OF HAWA!'I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KAPOLE) HIGH SCHOOL
81-5007 KAPOLE! PARKVAY
KAPOLEI, HAWAIl 96707
Phone: (808) 892-8200
Fax: (808) 892-8255 .

January 28, 2013
Ta Whom It May Concern;

As the principal of Kapolei High School  am writing this letter of support for Adult Friends for
Youth (AFY). All of our communities on Oahu are faced with the issues that plague our high-
risk youth. As the Kapolei community continues to grow so do the problems associated with
such expansiof.

During our six year relationship with AFY our data shows that violent actions have decreased
steadily each year. | rely on AFY to provide intervention suppott for our students. AFY does
this by holding weekly counseling sessions with students to discuss such topics as group
unity, truancy, insubordination, aleohol and drugs. In addition they counsel the students
regarding respect for oneself and others, identity issues, destructive and violemt
behaviors, culture, anger management, poor grades and education. Their mediation sessions
have helped to resolve such conflicts between individuals and groups within our school and
community.

Additionalty AFY works directly with our administrators, counselors, teachers and security.
Their updates and recommendations provide strategies for working with the student along with
helping to create a positive climate on campus where everyone feels safe.

We are very fortunate to have Adult Friends for Youth on our campus, They play a vital role in
instilling calm and appropriate values for our students. | ask for your support of AFY as their
work essentially aflows our students to flourish both academically and sociaily. Please feel {ree
to oall me at §08-305-5008 if you have any questions or smail me at
glden_gsmeralda@notes.k12-hi.us

Sine

Elden M. Esmeralda
Kapolei High S¢hool
Principal



DAVID Y. IGE

GOVERNOR - KATHRYN MATAYOSH|

SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAII
: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WAIPAHU HIGH SCHOOL

94-1211 FARRINGTON HIGHWAY
WAIPAHU, Ht 98757

March 10, 2015

To Whom It May Concern,

As the Principal at Waipahu High School, I am writing in strong support of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) regarding their
valuable presence, and providing us with the essential services in working directiy with our "high risk" student population on
campus. For several years we have maintained this critical and committed partnership because of the positive impact that they
have on our students’ behaviors.

AFY services include weekly counseling sessions with students who have been identified with behavioral and anger issues.
Duiring these sessions students openly discuss various topics such as: group unity and cohesion; drugs and alcohol; respect for self
and others; truancy; violent and destructive behaviors; discipline; sports and athletics, and; academic and cultural identity.
Through these sessions students share their concerns and learn how to appropriately and strategically deal with their issues in a
controtled manner. AFY staff effectively supports our students that have multitude of issues. o

In addition to counseling, AFY also conducts regular mediation sessions between groups and individuals to help maintain a safe
and peaceful campus environment. On many occasions the AFY staff walk the campus with other teachers during recess to help
diffuse potentially problematic situations. They also work directly with most identified gang members and their groups to help
resolve potential confrontations. Their work also extends beyond the campus, supporting students in the community to proactively
resolve problems before students return to campus. '

AFY ser{rices are invaluable and definitely needed. Through their effort, there has been a significant decline in fights, arrests, and
suspensions. Their ability to connect with, and gain the respect of at-risk youth is incredible. Their absence on our campus due to
lack of funding would be devastating for our affected students.

I hope that you will strongly consider their financial needs and requests so that they can continue their work in providing our
students with the specialized and focused help that they need. I fully support the Adult Friends for Youth,

Please fesl free to contact me if you have any questions 808-469-1311.

Sincerely,

Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



PAVID Y. IGE& KATHRYM §. MATAYOAMI
BUPERNTRNDGHT

GOVERNGR
STATE OF HAWAT'l

DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION

W, R, Farrington HIFh Schoal
1u_1 Norih King 8reat Honokilu, Hewall 68817

To Whom It May Concemn,

My name is Al Carganilla, Principal at Farrington High School, and I am writing
in support of Adult Friends for Youth (AFY) and the service they provids for our “high
risk" students on our campus, Without this amazing partnership, our campus wouldn't be
a9 safe and free of major gang issues as it cmzently is. We do have a lot of "high risk"
students as well as increasing gang activity but due to the exsellent work that AFY does,
all the tensions and inappropriate behavior by these students are under control.

The services that AFY provides here at Farrington High School include weekly
counseling sessions with students disoussing such topics as group unity, truancy,
insubordination, alcobol & drugs, respect for oneself and othess, identity, destructive and
violent behaviors, culture, anger management, poor grades, academics and athletics.

AFY also conducts mediations between individuals and groups to help diffuse
tension and resolve differences between one another, Often times, this may include
mediating issues off campus to prevent potential confrontations on campus. They also
don't hesitate to make home visits that help ensure communication with parents and/or

gpa:ﬂians. :

Furthermore, AFY works with our social workers on our Peace Coungil to
maintain communication and eass tensions between groups end gangs, The Peace
Council is comprised of leaders of gangs that are identified on our cempug. They help
these students problem solve and process any issues that nseds to be addressed.

The partnership with ATY is an incredible resource that will definitely hinder our
school operations if taken away. AFY works with scheol administration, teachers,
counselors and security to help eddress issues and concerns that might jeopardize the
safety and harmony of the school and students. If students are invalved with athletics,
they also consult with athletic coaches to make sure that their academics are up to date
and if there are any behaviors or concems need to be addressed.

The great thing about ARY's services is the rapport they build with all these "high
risk" students and the positive response and respect they get from the students. AFY staff
is always professional and go cut of their way to get things dene. We can always count
on them in time of crisis. All i takes is one phone calt and one of their steff members are

on their way to Farrington.



AFY is huge part in maintaining campus safety and the thought of not baving
their resource available soares me. The partnership has beens great asset not only to our
faculty and staff at Farrington High School but more importantly to the thousands of
students they have touched and helped throughout the years here in Kalihi.

Please consider having AFY continus to be a part of Faringtor's School
Community. The services they provide are second to none axd 2 much needed resource
moving forward. We certainly wouldn't be as successful as we are without their help.

If you need to get a hold of me, pleese call 832-3601, Thanks again,

Sineercly

4T 2
Al illa
Principal
Farrington High School

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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BAVID Y, 106 KATHRVN 8, MATAYOR
coviLNan SUPERINTRNDENT
STATE OF HAWAL'Y
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
- LEILEHUA MIGH SCROOL
1515 CALWORNIA AVENUE
WAHIAWA, HI 98786
Pebrowry 3, 2015
To Whom It May Conce,

I am honored and humbled to bs able to write a lerar of recommendation and support for Adoit Friends for Youth
(ARY), AFY's program is such & great asser to our entlre achool and sommunity. The mentora/ocunselors genuinely
caye and alwaya display professionalism. They have helped mold young men and women fo make better decisions, set
positive goals for themselves and to help them become lifelong learners which directly lozd to future success.

AFY came [n cvery Friduy on set times and always called ahead of time t kesp our counseling department informed of
any changes or to rcassure us that they will be on campus. They followed up wihth smdent's and faculty's concerns Ina
non-threatening and confidential manner. They asked for voluntoer grads check and stiendance forms that the students
themsslves took initiative to complets. I could eeo she pasitive refationship and wuat being bullt, They even provided
refreshrments and nativities on the weelcends and helpad the group grow dlaser to one another by orgeanizing healthy
activitios Gor them 1o get involved with. Tlook forwand to working with Adult Priends for Youth next year school year,
No other outside organization haa made such a positive impaot in such  short timo thanks 1o thalr staff,

AFY continues 1o provide woekly counseling sessions with students discussing such topics as graup unity, truancy,
ingubordination, alcohol & truga, reepest for oneself and othery, identity, desructive and violent behaviors, qulturs,
anger managoment, paor grades and education, They also work with “high rlsk" stadents who we identified and
normally referred to them for sounssling, They also conduct mediations bewsen individuals end groups w help diffuse
tension and resolve differences between each other. AFY provides 8 vital service pnd nseds continual support to
continug its services. .

I sincerely hope that AFY recelves adequate funding to continue their much needed services on our campus. It would be
# huge Toss to us i€ thelr work was terminated duo to lack of financial support,

Please fasl free to call we to discuss any concerns or questions you may have 383-7333
Warmast::s?nG a

MNaolan Teokuda Jagon Makemude
Cpunseler P"“'ﬁb"‘:n.‘

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Bren C, %

Janvary 20, 2015

"How this group is beneficial to me"

Por the past few mouths on Wednesdays I've been attending the friends for youth
program that helps tecns with any social, academie, health, or mentel issues that they may
face in a part of their lives, I see how much I progressed from attending thiere. Before my life
Telt Like it was crushing on me like bricks and it mad me feel confused, engered, and prone to
self herm, Since then I've progressed in not onty my life but in made me stronger spiritnally
and in my faith. ¥ féel that this company does a lot of good for this school, for the tesns really,

They come from different rocky backgfounds, sume are more sexiaus then, otfiers,

I think when your in the group, you tend to grow close to the friends you make in there
and you soon become family ina sense. I feel more corafortable in there now and nobody puts
anyone down. Of courss there ars & few who tend not to ses the ultimate goal of attending this
program, they put no effort into it, and see it just as a "get-out-of-class” card, None of the boyz
have the same background, yot most of them created the same habit of "buming”, My theory
is that these guys still have personal circumstances to still overcoms and the ouly way they

can gain a temporary contentraent is from burning,

These ﬁe the kind of people society tends to judge by the cover. Since attending I've
been discovering these students' skills or talents that most people wouldn't think they'd have,
Some have amazing poetry kills, some are really smart when it comes to debating, some can

draw and write whatever comes to their minds, and 50 I always encowrage their creativity so



they can realize that they do have potential to do great things in their lives. The group isa

very useful program for these teens as well as 1.
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NEAL ASERCROMBIE

KATHAYN 5, MATAYORH)
GOVERNDR

SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAPY
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JAMES CAMPBELL HIGH SCHOOL
1980 North Road
Ewa Beach, Hawnll 95706

December 17, 2013
Ta Whom It May Concern:

1 am writing in full support of the work and services that Adult Frieeds for Youth (AFY) has
provided for “gh riak” students on cus campus for the past spverd yoars, s convinoed that
theis work has mede & lasting positive impact to many of the sindend they have counseled.
AFY has macaged to build relationships with many studants and halped effest meaningful
changes in their lives, siich s graduating fom high school and otker aliemative programs.

' At one tire, many were in doubt of gradusting, Many had probationoffiesre and would miss
school to atiend court hearings for varioua offenises. As & resnd, scheol attondance and work
wete sifected and stodents streggled to pass thair clagses. Throughell of these challanges, AFY
continved to help students in weekly oounzeling sessions to dos! with multiple lssues, such &s
drugs and aloohol Abuse, anger management, truancy, fiphting and billying,

Stadents loarned how to deal with problems without exkibiting viclenos end aggresion. The
sogsions alxo addressed confliot and resolution and how to anive ot e ron-fhreataning and
peaceful ecnclusion.

AFY's work on our campug has beer both baneficlal and rewarding, Furthermare, our cumpus
has seen o definiis reduction in violence and fights dus to their offors, We hope to continue our
ongoing partnership and relationahip with them for years fo come.

T support AFYs efforts to get the necessary finanolal resouroes and finding to continue their
oruch nseded services here at Campbell High School and surrounding communities, [ support
their hard wotk, passiou and perseverance o help make James Catpbel! Eigh School a safe
and thriving schioo! for our sfudents and famflies,

Please feel frae to contact me at 687-3000 if you have atty questions.

Wi Bi}_m—;
i A
aomi Tekamorl
Frincipsl
James Catnpbetl High Schaol
Al AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



May 1, 2015
Dear Council Members,

Aloha! We are Zara and Gary Aki, and we are residents of Kamehameha Homes. We also are
active within our Community here, and have been Board Members for our Kamehameha Homes Tenant
Association since 1997, Our 3 children are grown and on their own leading a very productive life. We
have 7 grandsons, and they're a blessing and joy to us. It's just the 2 of us, yet we continue to do
volunteer work for our Community simply because we care about our neighbors and because this is
home. We became aware of AFY when our son, (our youngest) was attending Kalakaua Middle School.
He became a dlient of theirs and Debbie was his worker. While being involved with AFY, he adjusted and
learned from them. To this day, he will guote what he was taught.” the choices you make today, may
determine your future.” Kinohi had some issues stili, but Debbie periodically checked on him throughout
the years. When he graduated in 2001, like most young men, didn’t know what he wanted to do, wasn’t
sure if he should give college a try. But, he did. Debbie walked him through the process, helped with all
the paperwork, and for the first week or so picked him up and took him to HCC. All we asked of aur son,
was to give it a shot and see if you like it or not. When everyone had doubts about Kinohi, and when he
was down about himseif, Debbie was there for support and guidance. For that, we are so grateful and
appreciative.

When HPHA had funds available for Associations to benefit their Communities, our KHTA
Board, chose AFY as one of the agency to come in and work within cur Community and with our kids.
With our experience with AFY, it was agreed among our Executive Board to select them and hopefully
they would come here to service our Community, and they did. We even had classes for Adults with Ms,
Terry Fisher, and we had a great time sharing and learning about ourselves. We also became more
aware of the scope of service that they provide for the youth. It is unreal. However, we know that they
need monies to continue the service that they were providing. Sad to say that when the funds from
HPHA ran out, so did the service. But, AFY didn’t allow that to stop them. They continued to work with
the kids and we believe that they made a difference in their lives. : ‘

Recently, we've come together again due to the increase in the Gang Activity/ Violence that
have been taking place. These Gangs congregate here at Kamehemeha Homes, and they fight. 'm
talking about 50 plus kids, with no respect and a whole bunch of attitude! They stop traffic on King
Street, and here on Haka Drive. They had weapons on them and they would throw them at the other
kids who they were fighting with. They had pipes, sticks, rocks, a machete was seen, it was extremely
dangerous for us. They would scale the outside walls of Kamehameha Homes and they would be all over
our Community. Police are called, but they are quick to run away as soon as they see or hear a police
siren. Since last September, our Association have worked side by side with Farrington High School, HPD/
Weed and Seed, AFY, and HPHA. We have had 2 Community based meetings here at our Hall to discuss
and try to come up with positive solutions, or an action plan to address this. At our last meeting which
was held on April 9%, we invited some Legislators with various agencies, Farrington and Mckinley High
School, and HPHA to meet with our residents, and just to fet everyone know that this is some serious
business. Through the planning process and in us seeking advice, it was AFY who stood by us and guided
and supported us. AFY is currently working with the Gangs that have been fighting and we see positive
results. There have been no current fights here. In this last meeting, It was reported to us that AFY was
awarded a grant that they applied for. However, that grant did not come through. For whatever reason,
the State did not grant them their money, This is very sad. When an agency such as AFY, who does
terrific work with our youth in trying to steer them on the right path, to have funding pulled out from
under them, yet do they expect AFY's staff to continue their work for free? Here you have a credited
agency whose work record speaks for itself, where the staff is on calt 24/7, ang they scrambling for
monles to implement their program, yet whenever there is a type of Gang Violence/ Fight, AFY is the



one everyone calls for. Come on people, wake upl!i Please, support AFY and the work that they do for
us. They need help. We need help to insure the safety of our kids and grandkids. We are appalled at how
the State prioritize their selection on who gets their funding and who doesn’t. We plead with all of you
to please support AFY and their ongoing work, and to please help them with funding. To lose their
service would be very crucial to a lot of families and Communities.

Thank you for taking the time to address our Support letter.

Mahalo,

resident, Kamehameha Homes Tenant Association

Doty B [z & O

Sergeant of Arms, Kamehameha Homes Tenant Association



